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Violent offenders and offenders who have previously committed the same offense or who 
have failed other treatment programs before will not be accepted into most drug court 
programs. A standardized form containing all of the gathered information is sent mem-
bers of the drug court team for review at a weekly staff meeting. After reviewing a case, 
members of a drug court team vote to accept or reject an offender’s application.

If the offender is accepted, the case is referred to a probation officer, who then performs 
a prescreening interview. The officer will listen to defendants and observe their behavior 
and attitudes in order to assess the level of desire to change their lifestyle. The officer will 
provide a rundown of the drug court program and ascertain an offender’s willingness to 
abide fully with the program’s guidelines in order to achieve sobriety. Most offenders, it 
should be understood, lack the personal skills associated with success in any endeavor, 
so the prospect of participating in an arduous treatment program in which they will be 
held strictly accountable is often daunting to them. Offenders who, by their words and 
actions, give the impression that they do not take responsibility for their behavior and 
have no desire to change will not be accepted.

One of a number of addiction severity instruments is then administered by a treat-
ment counselor. The candidate may then be interviewed by an employment and family 
resources counselor to identify the defendant’s treatment needs and to develop an overall 
treatment plan. After further consultation with their attorneys to discuss legal questions, 
defendants then instruct their attorneys as to whether or not they still wish to enter into 
the program. If a defendant decides affirmatively, he or she is signed up. The offender’s 
signature on the contract is a significant commitment to the program, and he or she 
will be constantly reminded of that commitment throughout the program, particularly if 
compliance is not forthcoming.

Treatment planning should be guided by offender needs, particularly those related to the 
offense, and goals should be incrementally increased as the offender becomes more famil-
iar and comfortable with the program. The offender will appear before the drug court 
judge at least once per week. At that time, the judge will assess the defendant’s progress, 

Source: Adapted from Albany County Judicial Center (n.d.).

FIGURE 7.2    �Case Flow From Arrest to Court  
Termination in the Albany (NY) Drug Court
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